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Reading Horizons Strategies for ELL Students to Access Academic Texts from Appendix B 

As well as providing numerous decoding strategies when reading, Reading Horizons provides 
several vocabulary strategies in the English Language Enhancement Workbook such as Learning 
Word Families, Studying Prefixes and Roots, and Creating Word Webs (Page 30 in the English 
Language Enhancement Workbook). These strategies, used together, help students decode texts, 
to increase fluency and promote comprehension. 
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When reading excerpts from “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” by Martin Luther King, Jr., students 
can use several of these strategies to learn new vocabulary. After identifying new vocabulary, 
some students may choose to create a word web. Example below. 

Excerpt A: 
Moreover, I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly 
by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. Never again can 
we afford to live with the narrow, provincial "outside agitator" idea. Anyone who lives inside the 
United States can never be considered an outsider anywhere within its bounds. 

	

	

	 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

inescapable	

synonyms	

phrases	

word	
families	

antonyms	

escape	escaping	

inevitable	 trapped	

avoidable	 escapable	

inescapable	
doom	

the	prison	was	
inescapable	
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One decoding strategy provided by Reading Horizons is identifying affixes in words to help read 
words as well as identify meanings. Lesson 58 covers other suffixes on page 179 of the teacher’s 
manual. 

Other Suffixes 

• A suffix is one or more letters added to the 
end of a word, changing the meaning of the 
word and usually its part of speech. 
• To mark the suffixes in this lesson, place an 
x under the vowels, and join the three or four 
letters together with an arc. 
• -TION: This combination has the sound 
/shun/. It always forms its own syllable, and it 
almost always comes at the end of a word (e.g., 
station; attention). 
• -SION: This combination has the sound 
/shun/ or /zhun/. It says /shun/ when an s, n, or 
l come right before the -sion (e.g., permission). 
It says /zhun/ when a vowel or Murmur 
Diphthong comes right before the -sion (e.g., 
lesion; excursion). 

	

	

After learning the suffixes -tion and -sion students can highlight vocabulary in their text 
containing these suffixes and use the Reading Horizons marking system to decode these words. 
Here is another excerpt from “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” by Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Excerpt B: 
You may well ask: "Why direct action? Why sit ins, marches and so forth? Isn't negotiation a 
better path?" You are quite right in calling for negotiation. Indeed, this is the very purpose of 
direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis and foster such a tension that a 
community which has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks so 
to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored. My citing the creation of tension as part of 
the work of the nonviolent resister may sound rather shocking. But I must confess that I am not 
afraid of the word "tension." I have earnestly opposed violent tension, but there is a type of 
constructive, nonviolent tension which is necessary for growth.’ 
This skill is also highlighted in the Reading Response lesson using Skill Scan from the Games 
Supplement. 
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Students can also practice marking similar words and accessing definitions in the Reading 
Horizons software, vocabulary section. 

 

As well as marking suffixes, The English Language Enhancement Workbook provides a 
vocabulary strategy entitled Study Prefixes and Roots to help students identify meaning of words 
in text. (Page 27-29 of the English Language Enhancement Workbook.) 
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Vocabulary Strategy 7: Study Prefixes and Roots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Excerpt C: 
I have heard numerous southern religious leaders admonish their worshipers to comply with a 
desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longed to hear white ministers declare: 
"Follow this decree because integration is morally right and because the Negro is your brother." 
In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I have watched white churchmen stand 
on the sideline and mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a 
mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, I have heard many ministers 
say: "Those are social issues, with which the gospel has no real concern." And I have watched 
many churches commit themselves to a completely other worldly religion which makes a 
strange, un-Biblical distinction between body and soul, between the sacred and the secular.  
 
Example: 

In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, I 

have heard many ministers say: "Those are social issues, with which the gospel has no 

real concern. 
 
Word with a prefix: injustice  Prefix: in  Root Word: justice 
Meaning of prefix: not  Meaning of root word: freedom 
Meaning of new word: not having freedom 
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Students can also utilize Reading Horizons decoding strategies to break down multisyllabic 
words. 
 

 
 
Excerpt C: 
You speak of our activity in Birmingham as extreme. At first I was rather disappointed that 
fellow clergymen would see my nonviolent efforts as those of an extremist. I began thinking 
about the fact that I stand in the middle of two opposing forces in the Negro community. One is a 
force of complacency, made up in part of Negroes who, as a result of long years of oppression, 
are so drained of self respect and a sense of "somebodiness" that they have adjusted to 
segregation; and in part of a few middle-class Negroes who, because of a degree of academic and 
economic security and because in some ways they profit by segregation, have become insensitive 
to the problems of the masses. The other force is one of bitterness and hatred, and it comes 
perilously close to advocating violence. 
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In this example, the student first marks from left to right, the vowel, blend, and vowel. Next the 
student looks at the first vowel to determine how many consonants sit directly after it to decide 
where to divide the syllables. Since a consonant and a blend sit directly after the vowel, the 
student would use Decoding Skill 2, “two split,” to divide the syllables between the x and the tr 
blend. Once the word is divided, the student would use Phonetic Skill 1 on the first syllable to 
determine there was one guardian consonant, the x, which causes the e to be short. In the second 
syllable, the student uses Phonetic Skill 4, the silent e skill, to prove that the first e is long.  
 

 
 
After students decode multisyllabic words and learn new vocabulary, teachers can help students 
identify phrases (yellow) and figurative language (blue), such as metaphors and similes, in 
passages to slowly build up to reading entire paragraphs. 
 
Excerpt E: 
I had hoped that the white moderate would understand that law and order exist for the purpose of 
establishing justice and that when they fail in this purpose they become the dangerously 
structured dams that block the flow of social progress. I had hoped that the white moderate 
would understand that the present tension in the South is a necessary phase of the transition from 
an obnoxious negative peace, in which the Negro passively accepted his unjust plight, to a 
substantive and positive peace, in which all men will respect the dignity and worth of human 
personality. Actually, we who engage in nonviolent direct action are not the creators of tension. 
We merely bring to the surface the hidden tension that is already alive. We bring it out in the 
open, where it can be seen and dealt with. Like a boil that can never be cured so long as it is 
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covered up but must be opened with all its ugliness to the natural medicines of air and light, 
injustice must be exposed, with all the tension its exposure creates, to the light of human 
conscience and the air of national opinion before it can be cured. 
 
Phrase Meaning 
Bring to the surface make people to pay attention, to 

reveal 

that block the flow Stop forward movement, slow down 
 
 


