
Reading Horizons is perfect for: 

•  Reading Intervention 

•  Special Education 

•  English Language  

Learners (ELL)

Secondary Intervention 
Low-Level Reading Instruction for Grades 7–12

Help struggling readers and English Language 

Learners find their place in the classroom.

Learn how Reading Horizons can help 

your school implement and sustain an 

effective reading intervention system that 

will empower both your teachers and your 

students with strategies that build success. 

You should see the faces of 

students who have always felt 

slow or inferior finally keeping up 

with and even being faster than 

some of their peers.”

Barbara Moulton,
Special Education Teacher, ID
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Why Choose Reading 
Horizons as a Reading 
Intervention?

Helping struggling readers and English 

Language Learners learn to read is extremely 

important, but also very challenging. Because 

these students have always struggled – 

they often believe they always will. These 

students don’t enjoy the classroom and 

either act out or avoid it altogether. 

Aside from misbehavior and absenteeism, 

these students are difficult to teach because 

they typically have a processing or language-

based issue, making reading and language 

tasks extremely difficult – the very reason 

reading is a challenge for them to begin with.  

Your students, and your school, can’t 

afford to keep having the same reading 

problems year after year. You need a proven 

intervention program that is research-based, 

practical to implement, and maximizes the 

probability that struggling readers will have 

success. 

Research has found that struggling readers 

and English Language Learners have the 

most success learning to read when taught 

with instruction that is explicit, systematic, 

and multi-sensory in nature. 

The Reading Horizons methodology 

leverages the power of this research-based 

approach in a way that is practical for 

teachers to teach and simple for students to 

learn. The method provides students with 

an explicit step-by-step process that shows 

them exactly what they need to do to be 

able to read. 

This simple, comprehendible process quickly 

provides students with many small successes 

that encourage them to keep trying and 

makes the classroom a safe and inviting 

place.  

By offering teacher training, interactive 

software, and scripted direct instruction 

materials, the Reading Horizons system 

can easily meet the needs of all of your 

struggling readers. 
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What is the
Reading Horizons  
Approach?

Reading Horizons empowers teachers 

and students with a simple, streamlined 

approach to reading intervention. By 

teaching the following concepts, students 

are provided with a framework that allows 

them to decode over 84% of the words in 

the English language:

•  42 Sounds of the Alphabet

•  5 Phonetic Skills

•  2 Decoding Skills

Students learn these skills through an 

explicit, systematic, and multi-sensory 

approach that is based in Orton-Gillingham 

principles of instruction.

Reading Horizons focus on decoding is 

not an end in itself. Rather, decoding skills 

create a foundation so your students will 

easily master more advanced reading skills. 

While learning this framework, exercises 

are layered in to build vocabulary, spelling, 

grammar, fluency, and comprehension skills. 

How effective is this approach? Upon 

completing the Reading Horizons program, 

most intervention students gain 2-3 reading 

levels. These students are able to experience 

success for the first time, and 

their future is expanded. 

Reading Horizons 

is so confident in 

its products and 

methodology, that 

each purchase is backed 

with a two-year money back 

guarantee when implemented with fidelity.
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Reading Horizons Accelerate
Reading Horizons Accelerate is a website dedicated to helping you fully implement this system into your school. 

Accelerate provides teaching tips, product demonstrations, and technical support: www.RHAccelerate.com.

Simple and Practical Implementation

Minimum Prep Time, Minimum Class Time, Maximum Results

Every school has a unique combination 

of students, teachers, and resources. To 

meet your school’s unique needs, Reading 

Horizons offers user-friendly tools (along 

with teacher training) that make its powerful 

methodology simple and practical to 

implement:

Interactive Software

The Reading Horizons Elevate software is 

the simplest, most time-effective way to get 

students high-quality, individualized reading 

instruction. Teachers simply have to: 

•  set up each student in the software 

(settings can be adjusted to cater to the 

needs of individual students)

•  administer initial placement assessments

•  monitor student progress

•  provide follow-up instruction for students 

that need additional help (as dictated by 

software assessment data)

Once each student is set up, the software 

provides individualized instruction that 

automatically assesses students after 

each lesson, chapter, and comprehension 

exercise and provides teachers with detailed 

information on each student’s specific 

strengths and weaknesses. 

To adjust to busy class and student 

schedules, the online version of the software 

can be accessed by students from home for 

makeup work and to receive extra practice. 

See p. 6 to learn more about Reading Horizons Elevate 
Software.

Short, Scripted Lesson Plans

The short, easy to follow, scripted lesson 

plans ensure that instructional integrity is 

maintained and requires little preparation 

time. Each lesson takes between 20 to 30 

minutes, with additional exercises and games 

that can be implemented as schedules allow. 

These scripted lessons can be used as the 

sole mode of instruction, but most teachers 

prefer to use the software as the primary 

mode of instruction and use the assessment 

data to dictate direct instruction needs. 

See p. 7 to learn more about Reading Horizons Direct 
Instruction Materials.

Program Pacing

The best results are achieved when students 

spend 30-60 minutes a day, 3-5 days a 

week either with software or teacher-led 

instruction. The pacing of the program 

should be based on student proficiency. 
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Reading Horizons Professional Development

Empower Teachers to Empower Students

Reading Horizons Professional Development 

is the first step to helping your students. 

This short and affordable two-day training 

prepares and empowers teachers with the 

strategies they need to help any struggling 

reader that enters their classroom. 

This two-day training is designed to:

Provide teachers with instructional 

strategies for teaching struggling readers.

Reading Horizons program is effective 

because its methodology is effective. During 

this two-day training, teachers are provided 

with a complete overview of the method, as 

well as teaching tips for maximizing student 

success. 

Give teachers tools for helping struggling 

readers.

The two-day training also orients teachers to 

Reading Horizons products. Teachers learn 

how to use the interactive software and 

direct instruction materials in the classroom.

Ensure implementation is sustained

Teachers leave the initial two-day training 

with a clear plan on how to effectively 

implement the Reading Horizons approach in 

each of their classrooms. Reading Horizons 

also provides ongoing coaching and free 

customer support to help teachers sustain 

Reading Horizons, year after year.

The Reading Horizons trainer made sure 

to thoroughly cover the material, but did 

it in an engaging and fun way, mixing 

in tricks she has developed in her many 

years with the program. She armed 

participants with all the tools necessary to 

work with the program to the fullest.”

Lisa Carlucci,

Mahopac Central School District, NY
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Reading Horizons Elevate™ 
Software

Older students can easily and independently 

learn to read with the Reading Horizons 

Elevate software. The software is beneficial 

for struggling students because it delivers the 

instruction they need in a non-threatening, 

age-appropriate way. By learning apart from 

their peers and teacher, students aren’t 

embarrassed by their poor reading skills, 

making them less resistant to instruction and 

more open to learning. 

Reading Horizons Elevate software is 

designed to:

Deliver targeted instruction to each 

individual student.

By responding to built-in assessments, 

the Reading Horizons Elevate software 

continuously adjusts the pace and content to 

meet the needs of each individual student. 

When a student shows signs of struggle, 

the software reviews instruction and offers 

more practice opportunities; when a student 

proves proficiency, the software advances to 

the next skill. 

Address a full range of reading deficits.

The Reading Horizons Elevate software 

is divided into three sections: Lessons, 

Vocabulary, and the Library. Students learn 

reading skills through the interactive Lessons. 

They practice those skills in the Vocabulary 

section. Then they transfer those skills to 

comprehension tasks in the Library.

Provide progress monitoring for teachers 

and administrators.

You can easily see where students are 

succeeding and where they are struggling 

with detailed reports. The reports help 

teachers know exactly what each student 

needs to take the next step toward 

achievement.

Reinforce skills taught by your teachers.

When used with the direct instruction 

materials, the Reading Horizons Elevate 

software can be used to pre-teach or review 

lesson material. 
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Reading Horizons 
Direct Instruction

Reading Horizons direct instruction materials 

can be used as the sole mode of instruction 

for intervention students or as a supplement 

to software instruction. Direct instruction 

is beneficial for every intervention student 

because it offers high-engagement activities 

that activate many areas of the brain during 

participation – a key to helping struggling 

students.

The teacher materials are designed to:

Build teachers’ confidence and skill.

Through an easy to follow, scripted guide, 

teachers can be confident they have taught 

each skill as explicitly and as succinctly as 

possible. This helps reduce confusion and 

helps students quickly grasp each skill.

Provide a broad range of student activities.

Teacher kits have a wealth of games, 

exercises, and activities that can be used 

with each lesson. This includes activities 

that emphasize writing, spelling, vocabulary, 

fluency, and comprehension development.

Work effectively one-on-one, in small 

groups, or in a whole-class setting.

It would be ideal for every struggling reader 

to receive regular one-on-one instruction 

from a teacher, but small-group or whole-

class instruction is often more realistic. 

Reading Horizons direct instruction materials 

are flexible and can be used for any class size 

or setting.

I teach resource reading at an 

at-risk urban school. Reading 

Horizons makes sense to my 

students and they tell me it is 

really helping them feel more 

confident in their reading.”

Sierra Fichialos,

Resource Teacher, UT
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How can I know if Reading Horizons is right for my school?

We make it easy for you to decide if Reading Horizons is right for you with 

a free, customized 30–45 minute web-based demonstration. You can see 

the program for yourself, ask questions, and make an informed deciscion 

for your students and teachers.

Based on your needs, we will give you a hands-on look at our approach to reading intervention, our 

software and direct instruction materials, and how Reading Horizons can work in your school.

Free Demonstration

Contact your representative at 

800.333.0054 to learn more.

Over the past 28 years, Reading Horizons has been the 

trusted reading intervention of over 10,000 schools.2
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