
K–3 Foundational Reading Skills
K–6 Reading Intervention

The first step to a student’s 
future success. 

Reading Horizons has unlocked the 

door to reading and writing for our 

students! They now understand that 

words have patterns. Rather than 

laboring through each word, sound by 

sound, or guessing, more of their brain 

power is available to comprehend 

text—the ultimate goal of reading.” 

Corey Triassi, 
Academic Coach, AZ



Why Choose Reading 
Horizons for Elementary 
Students?

Helping all elementary students become 

successful readers is a significant challenge. 

Every student needs the same foundational 

reading skills, but each student is unique 

and differs in age, maturity, and skill 

development. 

An effective reading system can’t simply be 

aligned to standards. An effective reading 

system needs to provide you a simple and 

sustainable way to reach your diverse 

population of students.

Approximately 70% of elementary students 

will learn to read regardless of the method 

with which they are taught. But you want to 

reach more than just 70% of your students. 

You want to reach 100% of your students. 

So, what kind of instruction will work for 

every student? 

A research-based approach to reading 

instruction that is explicit, systematic, and 

multi-sensory in nature is essential for the 

30% of students that struggle with typical 

instruction and is beneficial for the 70% of 

students that will learn to read regardless of 

the approach.

The Reading Horizons methodology 

leverages the power of this research-based 

approach in a way that is practical for 

teachers to teach and simple for students to 

learn. 

By providing teacher training, scripted 

direct instruction materials, and interactive 

software that adjusts to the needs and 

skill level of each student, the system can 

easily be adapted to meet the needs of your 

diverse student population. 

By learning Reading Horizons methodology, 

every student is armed with strategies that 

prepare him or her for future success in 

reading and education. 

Empowered
  Teacher

Reading
Horizons

Teaching
Tools

Successful
Readers



What is the Reading 
Horizons Approach to  
Reading Instruction?

To expose teachers and students to the 

explicit steps required for reading, Reading 

Horizons begins with a simple, streamlined 

framework that can be used to read over 

84% of the words in the English language:

•  42 Sounds of the Alphabet

•  5 Phonetic Skills

•  2 Decoding Skills

To make this framework engaging, appealing, 

and sensible for students, Reading Horizons 

incorporates multi-sensory, Orton-Gillingham 

principles of instruction and a unique 

marking system into its approach. 

By including exercises, activities, and games 

that build phonics, vocabulary, 

spelling, grammar, fluency, 

and comprehension skills, 

this time-tested, research-

driven approach helps 

students master decoding 

skills and grow in every area 

needed for reading success.

Along with teacher training, Reading 

Horizons offers user-friendly, age-appropriate 

products that make this approach simple and 

practical to implement:

•  Reading Horizons Discovery (grades K-3)  

Direct Instruction Materials and Interactive 

Software

•  Reading Horizons Elevate (grades 4-6) 

Direct Instruction Materials and Interactive 

Software

If the average student doesn’t gain two 

grade levels in reading upon completing the 

Reading Horizons program, each purchase 

is backed with a two-year money back 

guarantee (when implemented with fidelity).

1.  sun 2.  hand 3.  go 4.  smile 5.  t rain

I could eliminate a lot of spelling errors 

just by teaching the Five Phonetic 

Skills. Students would look at their own 

spelling and say, ‘no, it can’t be spelled 

that way.’  I saw a lot of improvement 

in spelling and reading just with the 

first few basic concepts I taught.” 

Penelope Steward, 
Administrator/Special Ed. Teacher, OR
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K–3 Foundational 
Reading Instruction

High-Quality Reading Instruction 
for Every Emerging Reader

How does Reading Horizons meet the 

needs of beginning readers in a whole-

class setting?

Reading Horizons Discovery products (pp. 

8-9) are perfect for teaching beginning 

readers. The direct instruction materials and 

interactive software provide instructional 

tracks catered to each grade level, K-3. The 

lessons in these products teach students 

strategies that drastically decrease reading, 

spelling, and pronunciation errors. 

Aside from teaching students solid, 

foundational reading skills, the program 

works perfectly in a whole-class setting 

because its multi-sensory nature appeals to 

students of all learning styles. 

By teaching Reading Horizons to all K-3 

students, you are setting every student up for 

his or her best chance at reading success. In 

fact, students taught with Reading Horizons 

often outperform their Gifted & Talented 

peers in spelling bees and other academic 

competitions. 

How does Reading Horizons correlate with 

basal programs and the Common Core 

State Standards?

Reading Horizons products have been 

correlated to most major core publications 

and easily fit into most basal programs 

because the program is extremely flexible 

and requires little class time.

Reading Horizons Discovery™ products 

were designed to provide students with the 

effective and engaging Reading Horizons 

methodology, while fulfilling many of the 

requirements of the Common Core State 

Standards. Intertwined with skill lessons 

specific to foundational reading skills 

are reference lessons that align with the 

Common Core requirements for language 

and vocabulary development. This helps 

students develop skills that will extend 

across the curriculum and help prepare them 

for college and career-level reading. 

How are emerging readers paced through 

Reading Horizons? 

Teachers should pace this program based 

on their students’ abilities to master each 

concept. A teacher should not move a 

student or class along until proficiency is 

achieved. Although this approach initially 

takes longer, it saves time in the long run.

Reading Horizons Accelerate
To help organize and track classroom pacing, teachers can set up a customized, 

dynamic timeline on the Reading Horizons customer website, Accelerate. Accelerate 

also provides teachers with tips and resources for boosting the effectiveness of 

instruction: www.RHAccelerate.com.3



Simple and Practical Implementation

Minimum Prep Time, Minimum Class Time, Maximum Results

To make implementation as simple and 

practical as possible, Reading Horizons 

boosts the effectiveness of its unmatched 

methodology and affordable training with: 

Scripted Teacher Manuals

It’s not realistic to expect that teachers can 

devote several hours a day preparing and 

delivering reading instruction. 

Reading Horizons Discovery’s short, scripted 

lesson plans help with implementation by 

requiring little preparation time. In fact, 

a substitute teacher can easily pick up the 

manual and teach students high-quality 

reading instruction while a teacher is away. 

Scripted lessons also ensure that 

instructional integrity is maintained. 

Teachers can be confident they have taught 

each skill as explicitly and as succinctly as 

possible. This helps students quickly grasp 

each new concept. 

Each lesson is designed to take 

approximately 20 to 30 minutes, with 

additional exercises and games that can 

be implemented as schedules allow. These 

concise lessons keep students engaged 

and are easy to implement into busy class 

schedules. 

Each scripted lesson includes:

•  Skill Review: 5 minutes

•  Teacher Instruction: 15–20 minutes

•  Guided Practice: 5-10 minutes

•  Whole-Class Practice: 3-5 minutes

•  Individual Practice: as time allows

•  Reinforcement Activities: as time allows
 
See p.7 to learn about Reading Horizons Discovery 

Direct Instruction Materials for grades K-3.

 

Interactive Software

Reading Horizons Discovery software aids 

implementation by providing: 

•  targeted, individualized reading instruction 

to each student. 

•  assessment data for planning small-group 

and one-on-one instruction. 

•  lessons that introduce or reinforce 

instruction for struggling students. 

•  a system for catching up students that are 

new to your school or have missed class for 

sickness or vacation.

•  an online version that students can access 

from home.

See p.8 to learn about Reading Horizons Discovery 

Software for grades K-3. 
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K–6 Reading Intervention

Targeted Reading Instruction for 
“At-Risk,” Special Needs, and ELL 
Students

How does Reading Horizons meet the 

needs of Special Education students and 

English Language Learners?

Because the core of Reading Horizons 

framework only requires students to 

remember seven rules that can be applied 

to read over 84% of the words in the 

English language, it is easy for students 

to remember. This, paired with the multi-

sensory nature of the program, is the reason 

students with learning disabilities and special 

needs, as well as ELL students, can grasp 

the program more readily than alternative 

interventions. The number of decoding rules 

is significantly lower than even the closest 

competitive product - making it the most 

accessible to at-risk students.

 

By using the same methodology in 

intervention settings and mainstream 

classrooms, struggling students are not 

overwhelmed or confused by conflicting 

strategies. Using the same method also 

allows teachers to collaborate and to use 

intervention time to pre-teach material to 

struggling students so it is easier for them to 

stay on pace with the rest of the class during 

whole-group instruction.

How does Reading Horizons work in small-

group and one-on-one settings?

Software-based assessments allow teachers 

to see the specific skills students are 

struggling with so that they can effectively 

match small-group and one-on-one 

instruction to the needs of their special 

needs students and English Language 

Learners. 

Software and teacher-led instruction can 

easily be combined to provide struggling 

students with the pacing and reinforcement 

they need to gain effective reading skills. 

Teachers are either observing student 

performance during small-group or one-on-

one instruction, or the software is notifying 

the teacher when a student is struggling with 

a specific skill or lesson. This immediate, 

corrective feedback prevents students from 

repeating mistakes and developing poor 

reading habits.

Upon completing Reading Horizons program, 

intervention students frequently return to 

their mainstream classrooms ahead of their 

peers in reading. 

See pp. 7-8 to learn more about Reading Horizons 
Discovery products for grades K-3

See pp. 9-10 to learn more about Reading Horizons 
Elevate products for grades 4-6.
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Professional Development

Empower Teachers to Empower 
Students

To ensure that all students become 

successful readers, it is important to ensure 

that teachers have the tools and strategies 

needed to meet this goal. Reading Horizons 

offers an effective and affordable two-day 

training that leaves teachers empowered 

and prepared to help every struggling reader 

who enters their classrooms. 

Reading Horizons Professional Development 

is designed to: 

Provide teachers with instructional 

strategies for teaching reading.

The Reading Horizons program is effective 

because its methodology is effective. During 

this two-day training, teachers are provided 

with a complete overview of the method, as 

well as tips for maximizing student success. 

Give your teachers the tools to reach 

struggling readers.

The two-day training also orients teachers to 

Reading Horizons products. Teachers learn 

how to use the direct-instruction materials in 

the classroom and how to get the most out 

of the interactive software.

Ensure implementation is sustained.

Teachers will leave the initial two-day 

training with a clear plan on how to 

effectively implement Reading Horizons 

products and approach in each of their 

classrooms. Reading Horizons also provides 

ongoing coaching and free customer support 

to help teachers sustain Reading Horizons 

with fidelity, year after year.

Reading Horizons Accelerate
Reading Horizons Accelerate is a website dedicated to helping 

you fully implement this system into your school. Accelerate 

provides teaching tips, product demonstrations, and technical 

support. Visit www.RHAccelerate.com today.

My colleagues and I implemented Reading 

Horizons two years ago. We were part of 

a two-day training (hands-on and fun) 

and were astonished at the simple, yet 

effective, approach; which made it easier 

to immediately implement into our current 

classroom schedules.” 

Lori Scalf,

Special Education Teacher, OH
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Over the years, I have used Reading 

Horizons with first-, second-, third-, and 

fourth-grade students, and I continue 

to see astonishing results. The most 

exhilarating moments are when I hear 

my students say, ‘Mrs. Wright, did you 

know I can read now?’” 

Deborah Wright,  

Elementary Resource Teacher, AL

7

Direct Instruction Materials
Grades K-3

Reading Horizons Discovery direct instruction 

materials provide teachers with scripted 

lessons for teaching students foundational 

reading skills. 

The teacher materials are designed to:

Deliver differentiated instruction to 

students below, on, or above grade level.

For each lesson, teachers are provided with 

several reinforcement and transfer activities 

that can easily be adapted to the needs of all 

of your students. Through these activities, 

teachers can provide students with the 

practice that will build their current skill level 

and help them transfer decoding skills to 

connected text.

Provide scripted, appealing materials for 

teachers to use in the classroom.

Teachers are provided with six scripted 

manuals for teaching grades 1-3 and 

two separate volumes for Kindergarten 

instruction. The manuals are printed in a 

two-tone color that helps improve and clarify 

lesson organization.

Enhance instruction with non-consumable 

classroom materials.  

Aside from manuals, each teacher’s kit 

includes non-consumable materials that can 

be used year after year to make instruction 

more engaging and interactive for students. 

This includes a Game Supplement, full color 

Little Books, and classroom posters. 
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Software Grades K-3

The Reading Horizons Discovery software 

provides each student with highly-

differentiated instruction that can be used to 

pre-teach or reinforce concepts taught in the 

corresponding direct instruction materials. 

The software is designed to:

Address a full range of foundational 

reading skills.

The lessons in the software focus on 

building many of the foundational reading 

skills required by the Common Core State 

Standards. In addition to teaching decoding 

skills, the software helps students transfer 

these skills to vocabulary, spelling, grammar, 

fluency, and comprehension development.

Deliver high-quality, grade-level reading 

instruction to each student.

The software provides four distinct student 

tracks targeted for each grade level, K-3. 

Each track helps students master the skills 

they need for their specific grade level.

Ensure students learn at their own pace.

Students are assessed after each lesson, 

chapter, and comprehension exercise to 

ensure proficiency. When a student shows 

signs of struggle, the software notifies the 

teacher, reviews instruction, and offers more 

practice opportunities. 

Engage K-3 students with kid-friendly 

visuals, games, and characters.

Guided by relatable characters, students 

encounter pirates, dinosaurs, and other 

exciting themes throughout the software. 

Based on performance in lessons and 

activities, students earn coins needed to play 

a range of language-related games. 

Provide progress monitoring for teachers 

and administrators.

Detailed reports show each student’s 

progress in the program. Teacher 

notifications ensure that each teacher knows 

the exact needs of his or her students so 

immediate, targeted, intervention can be 

delivered to struggling students. 



Direct Instruction Materials
Grades 4–6

Reading Horizons direct instruction materials 

provide teachers with scripted lessons 

targeted to struggling readers. The explicit, 

stepwise instruction helps struggling 

students understand the structure of the 

English language and make sense of reading. 

The teacher materials are designed to:

Build teachers’ confidence and skill.

Scripted lesson plans engage students in 

multi-sensory instruction that activates 

many areas of the brain, making teacher 

instruction extremely effective. Scripted 

lesson plans also ensure each skill is taught 

correctly and succintly.

Motivate students and build confidence 

with quick gains.

Reading Horizons streamlined instruction 

helps struggling students find quick success 

and gain confidence in their ability to read.

Provide a broad range of student activities.

Each lesson is supplemented with exercises 

and activities for helping students master 

each skill. This includes activities that 

emphasize writing, spelling, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension 

development.

Work effectively one-on-one, in small 

groups, or in a whole-class setting.

Reading Horizons direct instruction materials 

are flexible, non-consumable, and can easily 

be used for any class size or setting.

We find the children become successful 

with phonics and reading because 

Reading Horizons works and is very 

consistent. It presents patterns that the 

children seem to latch onto very easily. 

They are immediately comfortable with 

this kind of approach.” 

Donna Struebing, Reading Specialist, IL
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Software Grades 4–6

Older elementary students can easily learn 

to read using the Reading Horizons Elevate 

software. The software is beneficial for older 

students because it delivers the instruction 

they need in a non-threatening, age-

appropriate way. 

The Reading Horizons Elevate software is 

designed to:

Deliver targeted instruction to each 

student.

By responding to built-in assessments, the 

software continuously adjusts the pace 

and content of the lessons to meet the 

needs of each individual student. When a 

student shows signs of struggle, the software 

reviews instruction and offers more practice 

opportunities; when a student proves 

proficiency, the software advances to the 

next skill.

Address a full range of reading deficits.

The Reading Horizons Elevate software 

is divided into three sections: Lessons, 

Vocabulary, and the Reading Library. 

Students learn reading skills through the 

interactive lessons. They practice those 

skills in the Vocabulary section. Then, they 

transfer those skills to comprehension-

related tasks in the Reading Library. That 

way, students not only gain decoding skills, 

they grow in every area needed for reading 

success, too.

Reinforce skills taught by teachers.

The Reading Horizons Elevate software is 

built to enhance teacher instruction, not 

replace it. Students work through most 

lessons with a teacher. The software is 

used either to pre-teach lessons prior to 

direct-instruction or to reinforce the skills 

afterward. The online software also allows 

students to review lessons from home that 

they miss because of illness or vacation.

Provide progress monitoring for teachers 

and administrators.

The Reading Horizons Elevate software 

provides detailed reporting of each student’s 

progress in the program. Teachers can easily 

see where students are succeeding and 

where they are struggling. The reports help 

teachers know exactly what students need to 

take the next step toward achievement.
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How can I know if Reading Horizons is right for  
for my school?

Reading Horizons provides a custom, 30-to-45 minute web-based 

demonstration so you can see the program for yourself, ask questions, 

and make an informed decision for your students and teachers.

Based on your needs, Reading Horizons will give you a hands-on look at its 

approach to reading instruction, its software and direct instruction materials, 

and how Reading Horizons can work in your school.

Free Demonstration

Call 800.333.0054 or schedule online 

at ReadingHorizons.com/DEMO.

Over the past 29 years, Reading Horizons has been the 

trusted reading instruction of over 10,000 schools.2
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