
Schedule a free demo to learn how Reading Horizons can help you meet the 

needs of students with dyslexia. Visit www.ReadingHorizons.com/DEMO.

Dyslexia is understood more than it 

was a decade ago; however, many 

misconceptions and misunderstandings 

continue to persist. In order to successfully 

remediate and accommodate individuals 

with dyslexia, educators must understand 

what dyslexia is and what it is not.

The term dyslexia can range from being 
intricately complex to profoundly simple. In 
simple terms, it is a difficulty with reading 
despite intelligence.

What Dyslexia Is Not

The following are a few examples of what 
dyslexia is not:

Dyslexia is not a result of low intelligence. 

People with dyslexia do not “see backward.”

Dyslexia is not a behavioral, psychological,  
motivational, or social problem.

When misconceptions prevail, particularly 
in educational settings, it can cause lasting 
emotional and psychological damage to the 
student who struggles. With the research 
that has been conducted over the past few 
years, many of the misunderstandings and 
misconceptions about dyslexia can and should 
be eliminated.

What Dyslexia Is

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that 
is neurological in origin. It is characterized by 
difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word 
recognition and by poor spelling and decoding 
abilities. These difficulties typically result from 
a deficit in the phonological component of 
language despite other cognitive abilities and 
effective classroom instruction. Secondary 
consequences may include problems in 
reading comprehension and reduced reading 
experience that can impede the growth of 
vocabulary and background knowledge.

UNDERSTANDING DYSLEXIA
Everything Educators Need to Know About Dyslexia
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Reading Horizons provides individuals with 
proven reading strategies that take them from 
the most basic foundational skills through all 
of the five pillars of reading (i.e., phonemic 
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension). 

The instruction is sequential, starting with the 
simplest concepts and building to the more 
complex. The concepts build through consistent 
instructional patterns with a simple, familiar 
framework that aids with efficient storage and 
retrieval of the skills taught. These instructional 
patterns also aid in working memory function.

Reading Horizons offers immediate, corrective 
feedback, whether the instruction is teacher-
guided or software-based. This allows students 
to move through the program quickly and find 
success early-on, boosting their reading skills 
and providing continual motivation. 

Reading Horizons provides dyslexics with 
reading strategies that help them make sense      
of reading. The instruction and practice 
activities meet their specific needs. This 
provides a safe and encouraging environment 
that facilitates success. Success leads to an 
increase in self-esteem, allowing students to 
realize their potential.

What Do Dyslexics Need?

Yale researchers, Drs. Sally Shaywitz and Bennet 
Shaywitz, have shown that when people with 
dyslexia try to read, a front part of the brain is 
over-stimulated while crucial portions in the 
center and back are under-stimulated. The 
diagrams show stimulated areas of the brain 
during reading:

Because dyslexia is a neurological, language-
based learning disability, if individuals are 
taught in the way their brains learn, they can 
become proficient in the necessary language-
based skills (i.e., speaking, reading, spelling, and 
writing) for success in school, work, and life.

Research has been clear that individuals with 
dyslexia must receive explicit, sequential, 
systematic, and multi-sensory reading 
instruction to find success. This is what their 
brains need. This is the way their brains learn.

How Can Reading Horizons Help?

Reading Horizons is a research-based 
methodology that teaches the foundational 
language skills in an explicit, systematic, 
sequential, and multi-sensory fashion. 

Reading Horizons teaches the student to 
take an unknown word and break it down 
into parts in order to identify it. The direct 
instruction requires a student’s complete 
attention. The teacher constantly reviews 
what is previously taught, which helps 
the teacher monitor the progress of each 
student.”

Sharon Cooper, Parkview Elementary, WY 
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